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President Bush on Wednesday "took his upbeat message on the road" and reiterated his health care 
proposals in a "reprise" of his State of the Union address in Nashville, Tenn., the New York Times reports. 
Although Bush "rushed through a list of proposals on health care," he promised to address problems with 
the new Medicare prescription drug benefit, which he did not mention in his address on Tuesday, the 
Times reports (Pear, New York Times, 2/2). Bush also said that the future financial problems with 
Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security require "a new attitude" in Washington, D.C., adding, "I want the 
Democrats on Capitol Hill to hear loud and clear, I want a bipartisan solution on mandatory and 
entitlement spending for the sake of a future generation of Americans" (Koffler, CongressDaily, 2/1). In 
addition, Bush reiterated his call for legislation that would cap damages in medical malpractice lawsuits, 
adding, "It's time for those senators who are blocking that bill, those senators who are representing the 
trial lawyers of America, to understand the damage they are doing to the health care industry of this 
country." Meanwhile, Bush advisers in Washington, D.C., "set forth a more detailed case" for his proposal 
to expand health savings accounts "as a way for people to squirrel away money for their medical needs," 
the Times reports. According to Allan Hubbard, a senior Bush economic adviser, HSAs could help low-
income U.S. residents because the high-deductible health plans associated with the accounts are less 
expensive than traditional health insurance. He said, "Some people say, 'Well HSAs are just for the rich 
and the well,'" adding, "As it turns out, of the three million people who have taken up HSAs, 37% were 
previously uninsured, and 40% earn less than $50,000 a year." However, Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-
Mass.) called HSAs "a windfall for the wealthy" that "will make life harder for ordinary Americans" (New 
York Times, 2/2). Additional information from the White House is available online. 
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