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Bush Takes Energy, Health - Care Agenda on the Road
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President George W. Bush on Wednesday takes his election-year agendaon
theroad to convince Americansheis addressing their concerns abouthigh gasoline prices and health care
cods.

Oneday after outlining priorities on energy, health care, and economic compditivenessin his State of the
Union address, Bush will goto Nashville, Tennessee, to kick-off a campagnto sell his 2006agendato
thepubilic.

Bughistryingto shore up his standing after ayear in which his popukrity sank amid public concerns
aboutthelrag war and high gasoline prices and set aroadmap tha he hopes will take Republicansto
victory in amidterm election year.

Democrats have come out swinging agang Bush'sproposls as they seek to wrest control of Congress
from the Republican Party.

Bush on Tuesday said the United States was *addicted to oil" from the Middle East and mug find
alternaive energy sources to reduce dependence on foreign sources of oil.

He pitched improving technologies to reduce U.S. oil importsfromthe Middle East by 75 percent by
2025.

Sen. JohnKerry, a Massachusetts Democrat defeated by Bush in the 2004 election, said the president's
description of the state of the county was ™ fantasyland.”

He said the Bush administration had only strengthened big oil companies with last year's energy bill.
“America's dependence on oil has gotten worse on this president'swatch," Kerry said in a statement.

Bush proposd funding additiond research into methodsof produang ethanol, not jus from corn but
fromwood-chipsor grasses, and set a six-year god for making this alternative fud practical and
competitive.

And heunvaled initiatives aimed at taming soaring U.S. healthcare cods, induding a proposl to expand
theuse of tax-preferred health savingsaccounts, curbson malpractice lawsuits and a measure to allow
small busnesses to band togeher to buy hedlth insurance.

He agan urged Congress to make his tax cuts pemanent, warning tha if it does not, " American families
will face amassive tax increase they do not expect and will notwelcome.”

Democrats have criticized the administration on arangeof issuesinduding the Iraq war, adomestic
spying program and the slow federal respong to Hurricane Katrina
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In his speech, Bush again defended authorizing the Nationd Security Agency to eavesdrop withou court

approvd ontheinternaiond communications-- including telephonecalls and e-mails -- of Americans
insidethe United States suspected of terrorist ties.

“Theterrorist surveillance program has hd ped prevent terrorist attacks. It remainsessential to the
security of America," hesaid.
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