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Bush Callsfor Human Cloning Ban, Medical Liability Reform; Hails Abstinence,
Adoption Policies for Aiding Reduction in Abortions
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President Bush on Tuesday in his State of the Union address called on Congress to approve aban onall
forms of human cloning and a medical liability reform packagein pat to providegreater accessto
OB/GY Ns, according to speech text excerpts (Louisville Courier-Journal, 2/1). "Tonight| ask you to pass
legidation to prohibit the mog egregiousabuses of medical research, human cloningin all itsforms,
creating or implanting embryosfor experiments, creating human-animal hybrids and buying, selling or
paenting human embryos” Bush said to ajoint session of Congress (Bush speech text, 1/31). After the
U.N. General Assembly 59th Sessionin March 2005 approved a nonbndng statement urging
govenments to ban all forms of human cloning, including cloning for embryonic stem cell research, Bush
said, "l look forward to working with members of Congress to enact legislation to ban all human cloning
in the United States' (Kaiser Daily Women's Health Policy Report, 3/9/05). Congressis consdeing a
least six bills relating to embryonic stem cell research and human cloning (Kaiser Daily Women's Health
Policy Report, 7/25/05).

Medical Liability Comments Bush aso called on Congress to approve medical liability legidationthis
year, saying that "lawsuits are driving many gooddodors out of practice -- leavingwomen in nearly
1,500 American counies withou asingle OB/GYN" (United Press International, 1/31). Accordingto a
White House release, Bush's proposl would cap nonecononic damages on medical mal practice claims
"to reasonable amounts," prohibit malpractice claims from beng consdered by a court "years after an
event' and mandéde tha defendants "pay judgments in propottion to ther fault.” His proposl would
allow for "punitive damages for egregiouscases where they are judified,” according to therelease (White
House release, 1/31). The Sende in February 2004did not approveabill (S 2061) tha would have capped
noneconornic damages in medical malpractice lawsuits agang OB/GY Ns. Bush said, "Withoutthe
passage of reasonable reforms, the naion'sbadly broken medical liability system will continueto drive
physcianslike obdetriciansand gynecologists out of the practice of medicine and drive up the cods of
hedlth care for all Americans' (Kaiser Daily Women's Health Policy Report, 212504).

Abortion, Abstinence, Supreme Court Comments Bush aso noted that there are fewer abortionsin the
U.S. now "than at any point in thelast three decades.” He said the number of teenage births has decreased
for 12yearsin arow, adding that policies tha support abginence eduction and adopion have "played a
role" in theredudion of the number of abortionsand teen birthsand have "made a difference in the
character of our county” (Bush speech text, 1/31). Accordingto reviews released in September 2005by
the Sexudity Information and Education Coundl of the United States, absinence-only sex eduction
programs have received more than $600million in federal fundssince 2000.For fiscal year 2006 the
Bush administration requested $206million for such programs, an increase from about$170millionin
FY 2005(Kaiser Daily Women's Health Policy Report, 9/27/05). Bush aso thanked the Senate for
confirming Chief Jugice JohnRobets and Jugice Samud Alito -- whowas confirmed on Tuesday -- to
the Supreme Court, addingtha "the United Statesis grateful” to retiring Jugice Sandra Day O'Conna for
"24 years of faithful service" onthecourt. "I will continueto nomnae men and women who undestand
tha judges mud be servants of thelaw, and notlegidate from thebench,” Bush said (Bush speech text,
1/31). A video of Bush'sspeech, induding an excerpt of his comments on human cloning, medical
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liability, abortion, abginence and the Supreme Court is available online. A video of the Democratic
respong and the complete transcript of the State of the Union also are available online,




